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Biblical Background for the Rural Message. By 

Edwin L. Earp. The Association Press, New York, 

1922. Pp. 77. 

This small volume is among the first efforts, if not the 
first, to adapt the Group-Bible-Study idea, specifically to 
rural workers and rural peoples. Throughout the whole 
book, the author capitalizes one very prominent charac- 
teristic of rural folk, namely, that of a profound faith 
in the Divine authority of the Holy Scriptures. By use 
of the Scriptural basis, he overcomes the objections com- 
monly encountered in trying to install a modern rural 
program, namely, the slowness of the people to accept 
"outside advice" or "new ideas." To bring about a rural 
survey, for instance, he would modernize the Biblical 
story of the "Going Over to Spy Out the Land of 
Canaan"; or for a movement to raise the breed of 
dairy herds, the old story of Pharoh's dream, where 
"The Lean Kine Ate up the Fat Kine." 

So, on this basis, he takes his lo£:ically arranged pro- 
gram for rural life, and divides it into lesson topics. 
The discussion outline of each topic begins with a care- 
fully selected passage of Scripture, which furnishes a 
clear background for the discussion. The volume is 
divided into two books, the first dealing with the material 
resources and economic values of rural life, and the 
other, witii its moral and spiritual resources. The 
method of the book depends on group-discussion, and 
the form of each lesson provides for (1) the Scripture 
selection, with thoughts germane to the community's 
needs; (2) selection and discussion of community needs 
clearly parallelled to the Scriptural reference given; (3) 
ending each lesson with a list of four or five very vital 
questions on the subject at hand. 

This book is a helpful contribution to the work of 
all who are actively interested in a rural program. — 
H. F. G)mer. 



ANNALS OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY 
The editor-in-chief of the American Academy 
of Political and Social Science, Clyde L. King, 
announces a special number of The Annals for 
January devoted to Public Welfare in the United 
States, which will be of interest to the readers of 
The Journal of Social Forces. The Annals 
in this number will undertake to interpret on a 
larger scale the whole Public Welfare move- 
ment and tendencies in relation to the institutional 
modes of life, social agencies, and social work. 

The editor of this volume is Howard W. Odum, 
and articles have been promised by Henry 
Graves, H. W. Chase, Robert W. Kelso, 
Joseph K. Hart, Samuel P. Capen, George 
Vincent, Joseph C. Logan, Raymond Fosdick, 
J. L. Gillin, S. p. Breckenridge, Francis H. 
McLean, C. C. Carstens, Howard Nitod, 
Luther Gulick, Arthur Todd, V. V. Ander- 
son, A. H. Kuhlman, J. M. Baldy, Frank 



(STATE DEPARTMENTS, continued) 

Kentucky : 

Charities and Corrections 

Joseph P. Byers, Commissioner, Lexington. 

Louisiana : 

Charities and Corrections 

Dr. Maude Loeber, Secretary, New Orleans. 

Maine : 

Charities and Corrections 

James P. Bagley, Secretary, Augusta. 

Maryland : 

Aid and Charities 

Wm. J. Ogden, Secretary, Baltimore. 

Massachusetts : 
Public Welfare 
Richard K. Conant, Commissioner, Boston. 

Michigan : 

Public Welfare 

Marl T. Murray, Lansing. 

Minnesota : 
Control 
Downer Mullin, Secretary, St. Paul. 

Mississippi : 

No Board or Department 

Missouri : 

Public Welfare 

Homer Talbot, Secretary, Columbia. 

Montana : 

Charities and Reform 

Mrs. Cora E. Thomas, Secretary, Helena. 

Nebraska : 

Public Welfare 

H. H. Antles, Secretary, Lincoln. 

Nevada : 

No Department 

New Hampshire: 

Charities and Corrections 

Wm. J. Ahern, Secretary, Concord. 

New Jersey : 

Institutions and Agencies 

Burdette G. Lewis, Commissioner, Trenton. 

New Mexico : 
No Board 

New York: 
Charities 
Chas. H. Johnston, Secretary, Albany. 

North Carolina: 
Public Welfare 

Mrs. Clarence A. Johnson, Commissioner, 
Raleigh. 
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Watson, Hastings H. Hart, Richard W. Wal- 
lace, Gertrude Vaile, Worth M. Tippy, 



AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

Arrangements have been completed for the 
17th annual meeting of the American Sociological 
Society in Chicago, from December 27tli to 29th. 
President James P. Lichtenberger has announced 
the following general program, the leaders only 
of each discussion being given at this date : 

Wednesday, 27th, 8 P.M. — ^Joint meetings with Economic 
and Statistical societies for presidential addresses. 

Thursday, 28th, 10 A.M.— Social Theory and Social 
Evolution. W. G. Weatherly, University of Indiana. 
12:30 P.M. — Luncheon conferences 

a. Community Problems, Robt. E. Park, 

University of Chicago. 

b. Rural Sociology, John M. Gillette, Uni- 

versity of North Dakota. 
3 P.M. — Biological Factors of Social Causation, 

Frank H. Hankins, Smith College. 
8 P.M. — FoundaticHis of Education in Sociology, 
David Snedden, Columbia University. 
Friday, 29th, 10 A.M. — The Organization of Social 
Research, Dr. Lucile Eaves, Boston, Mass. 
12:30 P.M. — Luncheon Conferences 

a. Teaching of Social Science, E. C. Hayes, 

University of Illinois. 

b. Training Social Workers, /. E. Cutler, 

Western Reserve University. 
3 P.M. — Psychological Factors of Social Caus- 
ation, E. S. Bogardus, University of Cali- 
fornia. 
7:30 P.M. — ^Annual dinner. 
Professor Ernest W. Burgess, University of Chicago, 
is secretary of the society. 



MEETING OF THE AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION 

Meeting with the American Sociological So- 
ciety in Chicago during the holidays will be the 
American Association of Training Schools for 
Professional Social Work. The Christmas pro- 
gram will continue the plan followed at the last 
two meetings which provided for the presentation 
of the work and metliods of one or more Schools. 
At the forthcoming meeting the North Carolina 
School of Public Welfare will provide the basis 
for the opening discussion. 



THE INDEPENDENT'S NEW PLAN 
The Independent has inaugurated with the 
academic year 1922-23 one of the greatest steps 
forward in our educational history for the study 
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North Dakota: 
Administration 
Charles Leissman, Secretary, Bismarck. 

Ohio: 

Public Welfare 

H. S. McYeal, Director, Columbus. 

Oklahoma : 

Charities and Corrections 
Wm. D. Matthews, Commissioner, Oklahoma 
City. 

Oregon: 
Control 
R. B. Goodwin, Secretary, Salem. 

Pennsylvania : 
Public Welfare 
J. M. Baldy, Commissioner, Harrisburg. 

Rhode Island : 

Penal and Charitable Commission 
George T. Gorton, Secretary, Providence. 

South Carolina 
Public Welfare 
G. Croft Williams, Secretary, Columbia. 

South Dakota : 

Charities and Corrections 

C. M. Day, Secretary, Sioux Falls. 

Tennessee : 
Charities 
W. Baxter Gabs, Secretary, Nashville. 

Texas : 
Control 
Sam H. Carter, Secretary, Austin. 

Utah: 

No Board 

Vermont: 

Charities and Probation 
Wm. J. Jeffrey, Secretary. 

Virginia : 

Public Welfare 

Frank Bane, Commissioner, Richmond. 

Washington : 
Control 

West Virginia : 

Children's Guardians 

L. H. Putnam, Secretary, Charleston. 

Wisconsin : 
Control 
M. J. ToppiNS, Secretary, Madison. 

Wyoming : 

Charities and Reform 

Mrs. Cornelia B. Mills, Secretary, Cheyenne. 



